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never actually extended their hegemony over all the others.
Finally, like those before the flood, the earlier post-diluvian
dynasties include names like Etana, which are palpably those
of gods, and had in fact long been accepted as such by kings
who appear as their predecessors. Nevertheless it is worth
glancing through the list, if only to pick out such names as link
up with information from other sources.

In the First Dynasty of Kish there is only one name of
this sort, Etana, described as c The shepherd who was conveyed
to heaven'. He was the hero of one of the very earliest
Sumerian myths, which describes how he persuaded an eagle
to carry him to heaven, in search of a magical plant to assist
his wife in labour. There is an amusing description of their
ascent, during which the eagle sagely points out to his pas-
senger the extreme smallness of the earth, seen from so far
above. But Etana is apparently so disconcerted by the
appearance of Heaven's Gate that he falls headlong to the
earth with his mission unfulfilled.

The First Dynasty of Erech (Uruk, Warka), in addition to
the gods Lugalbanda and Dumuzi, also contains the name of
Gilgamesh, c Lord of Kullab'. Gilgamesh, who was also king
of Erech, is one of the great mythical figures of Sumerian
literature. His prodigious strength and astonishing adven-
tures are described in a long epic poem, which by great good
luck has been preserved almost intact. It was, some years
ago, admirably rendered into English blank verse by the late
Dr R. Campbell-Thompson,5 but even in literal translation
makes fascinating reading. Gilgamesh is so often represented
in the carving of Sumerian cylinder-seals and other sculptured
objects that one has long ago become familiar with his
appearance. Sometimes he is killing a lion or several
lions, but almost always he is accompanied by his friend
and rival, the beast-man Enkidu, with whose story the epic
begins.

.Gilgamesh himself is described as c two-thirds god and one-
third man'. When Enkidu appeared, he was ruling over the
city of Erech, where he had built a great city wall and
the famous temple, E-anna, whose ruins have recently been
excavated by the Germans. Gilgamesh received news of
Enkidu, roaming wild in the desert, where he * ate herbs like
the gazelle atid drank with the wild cattle \ His interest was